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The Building Bridges grant initiative allows local jurisdictions to design, develop and implement a Seamless Birth through Five, Comprehensive System of Coordinated Services.  Local early intervention and special education programs and services must demonstrate a commitment to and a capacity for establishing and maintaining strong collaborative community partnerships.  Letters of Agreement with local Infants & Toddlers Programs, Preschool Special Education Services, Early Childhood General Education Programs, Judy Center Partnerships, Head Start and Early Head Start programs, Libraries, family and center-based child care programs and other local early childhood programs are required, must clearly define each agency’s role and describe in detail how child and family services will be seamless, comprehensive and coordinated across agencies and disciplines.  Additionally, local early intervention and special education programs must address how collaboration will occur fiscally and programmatically and describe how personnel and professional development will be impacted.

The mission of a local Birth through Five System of Services will be to create an infrastructure that results in improved child and family outcomes, allows access and participation to the full continuum of local early childhood settings for young children with disabilities, birth through five, as well as to promote family engagement and leadership.  The plan must include how the system will:

· Increase the continuum of early childhood settings that successfully meet the needs of children on an IFSP, Extended IFSP, or IEP, birth through five, as well as typically developing peers (Indicators C2 and B6);

· Improve outcomes for children on an IFSP, Extended IFSP, or IEP, ages birth through five, that narrows the performance gap that exists with typically developing peers, through increasing the capacity of early care and general and special education providers to differentiate instruction, adapt and modify curricula, and use evidence-based practices (Indicators C3 and B7, Child Outcomes/Program Effectiveness Based on Results for Children); 

· Support families of children with disabilities, ages birth through five, transitioning from an IFSP or an Extended IFSP to an IEP, as well as through the continuum of transitions they experience during early childhood (Indicators C8 and B12); 
· Engage families as leaders and through training and support enable them to participate in a way that is both meaningful and empowering (Indicators C4 and B8); and
· Achieve improved school readiness results by increasing the percentage of children with disabilities who are reported as fully ready for school as measured by the Maryland Model for School Readiness annual assessment scores. (Indicator B7)
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Objective:   To support jurisdictions in building a local infrastructure that provides a seamless birth through five coordinated and comprehensive system of services; the infrastructure allows young children and their families equal access, full participation and support to narrow the existing achievement gap and prepare children with disabilities to enter school ready to learn.





 














